to depart from Alypius. It seemed to me that solitude was more fitting for my tears. And I went further apart, so that even his presence would no longer be a burden to me. Thus was I minded, and he knew it; for I know not what I had said, revealing the sound of my voice already heavy with grief, and had then arisen. He, therefore, remained in great astonishment where we were sitting. I flung myself beneath a certain fig-tree, and gave the rein to my tears; and the floods burst forth from my eyes, an acceptable sacrifice to Thee. And many things I said to Thee in this sense, though not in these words : " And Thou, Lord, how long wilt Thou delay ? Wilt Thou be angry for ever, Lord ? Be not mindful of my earlier iniquity." For I felt I was hampered by it. I poured out words of misery: " How long ? How long ? To-morrow, and to-morrow ? Why not now ? Why not end my baseness this very hour ? "
' And, speaking thus, I wept with a most bitter contrition in my heart. And suddenly I heard from a neighbouring house the voice, as it were, of a boy or girl singing many times : " Take up secret depths, and heaped before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
